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Timberrr…! was developed with the kind assistance of BATS Theatre and Creative 
New Zealand. Particular thanks goes to the team at Centrepoint Theatre, who workshopped 
the play, accommodated the cast and crew and supported us in every way imaginable 
through difficult COVID times. Arohanui!

HISTORY
Timberrr…! was inspired by the life and triumphs of World Champion Axeman Ned Shewry. 
Hailing from Tahora, Taranaki, Ned began clearing land with his brother at age 13. It was 
hard, physical and skilled work, entirely done by hand – with axes, saws and matches – and 
a good axeman could clear up to an acre a day of pristine forest.
Ned began competitive chopping at 17, and went on to win two World Championship titles, 
becoming a household name in New Zealand. 
However, his woodchopping career was interrupted by Word War 1 and in 1915, he and 
his brother, David, joined the New Zealand Cycling Corps and served in Egypt, France and 
Belgium. Ned’s war service was recognised with the Military Medal for bravery, which he 
received for saving an officer’s life while under fire.
Returning to Tahora, Ned found himself to be a big fish in a small pond – and a lifelong 
bachelor. This was the starting point for our play. We have fictionalised events with 
the introduction of the character Billy – in a bid to explore how a tough, resilient and 
competitive bloke might deal with a warmhearted sensitive softie. 
We hope you enjoy the shenanigans that unfold…



What’s on at Circa!
Sundays at Ira’s
Created by Jane Keller and Michael Nicholas Williams
Musical Direction by Michael Nicholas Williams
Presented by Hurst First 
Circa Two 2 – 16 Apr
$25 – $38
Jane’s Great Aunt Alice was a close personal friend of Ira 
Gershwin and was a regular guest at his Sunday Soirées. Other 
regulars were Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, Noël Coward, George 
Gershwin, and many others. Alice dined out for years on the 
stories of rivalries, feuds, and great friendships. Told with 
humour, charm and interlaced with songs from these marvellous 
early 20th Century composers, Sundays at Ira’s is a nostalgic and 
entertaining night out.

His/Herstory
An outstanding double bill!
I’ll Tell You This for Nothing by Kate JasonSmith
Milord Goffredo by Jan Bolwell
Directed by Jan Bolwell and Kerryn Palmer
22 Apr – 14 May
$25 – $54
In I’ll Tell You This for Nothing, Kate JasonSmith brings to life 
the dramatic and often humorous tale of her mother’s life in 
an acclaimed show about war, courage, danger and romance. 
Milord Goffredo is Jan Bolwell’s dynamic re-creation of her father 
Geoffrey’s WWII exploits – a Dunedin butcher who became ‘a 
bloody legend’ in a small northern Italian town, where he lived in a 
cave for two years after twice escaping from his German captors.

Cringeworthy – The 80s
A slice of Kiwiana in the 80s!
Directed and Devised by Andrea Sanders
14 May – 11 Jun
Circa One
$25 – $54
Cringeworthy is back, baby with a brand new show! A righteous, 
stellar, fantabulous blast from the past that is equal parts 
nostalgic and hilarious. Following on from the highly successful 
Cringeworthy [the 70s] this show takes you back to NZ in the 
1980s. It’s a feast of contagious Kiwi songs served with a side of 
spandex, a huge dollop of cheesy comedy, and stunning vocals. 
Get into the groove and wear your best 80s outfits, fluoro lycra 
and mullets! Made possible with the help of Centrepoint Theatre.



  
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 




