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C A S T

Set and Costume Design Daniel Williams
Light Design Helen Todd

Director Gavin Rutherford

Created by James Nokise and Anya Tate-Manning 

by Thom Adams, Johanna Cosgrove and Jamie McCaskill 
Winston’s song written by Jamie McCaskill

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ELECTION 2023

29 July - 26 August 2023Circa Theatre proudly presents
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C I R C A  S T A F F

Public Service Announcements is always a treasure. It attracts such brilliant people who care 
deeply about their art and the message they're delivering. Politics seems to attract the absurd, 
and that absurdity is compounded further by the realisation that the decisions these people 
make can be utterly devastating.

It has been a delight to be part of this writing team. Utterly unhinged and taking the script to 
places I wouldn't have dreamed. Viciously punching up with reckless abandon. They're 
honestly all so good. Thank you, you talented fucks.

Every election is the chance to improve the lives of the disenfranchised. So vote. Get your 
friends to vote. Vote for your community, for the people whose voices you can lift up.

Thom Adams

I really look forward to writing for PSA. As we move closer to the election it’s always
interesting to assess the current climate and how we can reflect on it using our current political 
landscape and political figures in a heightened and satirical fashion. I’d like to acknowledge 
Anya, Thom and Johanna for their experience and skill and for allowing me to write alongside 
them. Enjoy the fun.          Jamie McCaskill

Every time this show goes up, it feels slightly more urgent and unhinged - reflecting the vortex 
that is the shifting tides of our political landscape. Crawling out of Covid-19 lockdowns, facing 
increasingly devastating climate disasters, the dangerously regressive merging of church and 
state, the cost of living crisis - this election could not be more critical. As our politicians dance, 
scramble and juggle, so do our communities, and so do our artists. Joining the writer's table 
for a show with such a legacy has been a privilege. Having been one of the many Wellingto-
nian actors to cut their comedy teeth on PSA (at age 18, with a hectic mince pie gag), this 
full-circle moment feels vital on a personal level as well as a chance to reflect on the rich and 
eclectic history this show has collected. An opportunity to celebrate. A chance to open the 
audience’s mouth with laughter and fill it with truth. A chance to punch up. A chance to 
remember that voting has never been more fucking essential. Send in the clowns.
                      Johanna Cosgrove 

W R I T E R S ‘   N O T E S



I Want To Be Happy
7–30 Sep I $30–$55
By Carl Bland
Starring Jennifer Ludlam
Directed by Ben Crowder & Carl Bland
Script development support provided by Auckland Theatre Company
Binka is a guinea pig in a laboratory cage. Paul is the lab assistant who looks after her.
Neither understand each other yet everyday they share their hopes and fears. When
everything you’ve known is gone and you’re left with a broken heart, sometimes the
greatest gift you can give the person you love, is to set them free. Humour and pathos
collide in I Want To Be Happy, created by Nightsong (Mr Red Light, Te Pō, The Worm) and
starring theatre greats Jennifer Ludlam and Joel Tobeck.

WHAT'S ON AT CIRCA
The Sun and the Wind
28 Jul – 26 Aug I Circa Two I $30 – $55
By Tainui Tukiwaho
Presented by Taurima Vibes
Proudly supported by Shoreline Partners

In the midst of a birthday celebration, Rangi and Hūkerikeri are caught off guard when two
unexpected guests crash through the door intent on robbing the couple. But things don’t
go as planned when the older couple mistake the would-be thieves for their deceased son
and his wife. Come with us as we explore the dangers of love and secrets. Of loving
someone too much, not enough and being starved of it.

TAHI New Zealand Festival of Solo Performance
Verbatim
9–16 Sep I $30 – $55
Written by William Brandt
Devised by Miranda Harcourt and William Brandt
Verbatim premiered in 1993 and broke new and important ground. William Brandt and
Miranda Harcourt presented an uncensored insight, with first hand accounts, into the
impact of violent crime in Aotearoa. This work still strongly resonates today. We might ask
what has changed? Verbatim is an opportunity to interrogate the lack of social change.
With the expert skill of actor Renee Lyons we meet those interviewees.

ONO
7–16 Sep I $30 – $35
Co-directed by Nicola Hyland (Te Atihaunui-a-Pāpārangi 
and Ngāti Hauiti) & Sally Richards
ONO is a collection of six new monologues by Māori and Pasifika writers especially
commissioned for TAHI New Zealand Festival of Solo Performance 2023. Six unique voices
from Aotearoa. ONO follows the success of TAHI’s collection of monologues Batch,
Whānau and Joy. www.circa.co.nz





We need 
your help for

THE GREAT 
CIRCA REBUILD

  

CIRCA THEATRE
04 801 7992 | www.circa.co.nz

Support us here: www.circa.co.nz
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Circa Theatre takes centre stage


