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By Oscar Wilde
CAST 

 John “Jack” Worthing, J.P. Andrew Paterson
	 	Algernon	Moncrieff	 Isobel Mackinnon
 Gwendolen Fairfax Ryan Carter
 Cecily Cardew Dawn Cheong
 Lady Bracknell Irene Wood 
 Miss Prism Anne Chamberlain 
 Reverend Chasuble, D.D. Peter Hambleton 
 Lane / Merriman / Understudy  Rebecca Parker

CREATIVES
 Director Jonathan Price
 Production Design (Set/Costume) Meg Rollandi
 Lighting Design Isadora Lao
 Sound Design Matt Asunder
 

Running time: 2 hours 10 minutes plus a 15 minute interval

7 October – 4 November 2023Circa Theatre proudly presents

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING EARNEST

NGĀ MIHI 
Circa Council, Theatre Artists Charitable Trust, Carolyn Henwood, Linda Wilson, Salesi Le’ota, Phantom 
Billstickers, The Big Picture, Prestige Print, TVNZ, APRA AMCOS NZ, Ben Kelly, Josh Tucker, WITCH Music 
Theatre, Heartbreaker Productions, Paul Tozer and Te Herenga Waka Theatre Department, Cipher Sound

REMINDER
Please turn off or silence all mobile devices. Though vanity is encouraged, 
flash photography and recording are prohibited.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT
Born in Dublin in 1854, Oscar Wilde was an emblem of wit 
and	flamboyance	in	the	19th	century.	A	brilliant	classicist,	
he studied at Trinity College and Magdalen College, Oxford, 
where the aesthetic movement’s principle of “art for art’s 
sake”	deeply	influenced	him.	
While acclaimed for his literary prowess and groundbreaking 
comedy of manners, Wilde faced public scrutiny, notably 
for his open homosexual relationships. This scrutiny led to 
his	1895	imprisonment	for	“gross	indecency.”	Upon	release,	
he	lived	in	exile	in	France,	passing	away	in	1900.	His	legacy	
includes the novel ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’, plays ‘The 
Importance of Being Earnest’ and ‘Salomé’, and the poignant 
‘De Profundis’ written during his incarceration.
Discover more about Oscar Wilde and The Importance of 
Being Earnest in our Theatre Education Pack at circa.co.nz.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
I have always been uncomfortable with the imperative to “be 
yourself”. I would greatly like to know from anyone who could 
tell me who, or what, I am, let alone what it might look like to “be” 
that.	Perhaps	that	explains	my	affinity	for	the	theatre	and	for	The	
Importance of Being Earnest in particular, which is peopled  with 
actors, hypocrites and fantasists. 
We all know Wilde’s wit, but what was revelatory for me is his 
warmth. Wilde does not punish his characters for their duplicity: it 
gives them pleasure, love and, eventually, an identity. Maybe this 
is	reflective	of	a	writer	so	practiced	at	playing	the	part.	Game	sees	
game. Certainly, I saw myself and many friends and dear ones in 
“Algernon’s Flat in Half-moon Street, Westminster.”
We	can	learn	from	Wilde	that	Truth,	Beauty	and	Artifice	are	really	
different	facets	of	the	same	jewel.	It	seems	to	me	that	you	would	
need to adopt a kaleidoscopic view of the world if you are to have 
any hope of seeing all three at once. Perhaps this goes some way towards explaining the choices I have 
made, along with the brilliant cast and design team, in bringing The Importance of Being Earnest to 
Circa Theatre. 
My deepest heartfelt thanks to the silly, beautiful artists I have had the pleasure of spending the 
last four weeks making alongside; to Andrew for slipping the script under my nose years ago; and 
to the friends and family who have cheered us on. And to you, for coming out tonight. 
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 Producer Nathan Mudge  
 Production &  Anna Barker 
 Stage Manager
 Asst. Stage Manager  Kathy Keane
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 Costume Construction  Anne de Geus
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 Makeup Consultant  Susie Berry
 Graphic Designer High Town Studio
  Promotional Lewis Ferris 
 Photographer
 Rehearsals &  Charlotte Bruin 
 Prod. Photographer 
 Videographer  Michiel van Echten

Crew: John Hopkins, Scott Maxim, 
Wren Glover, Alexander Dickinson, 

Madyson King
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CIRCA THEATRE
04 801 7992 | www.circa.co.nz

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Donate now: www.circa.co.nz/on-the-waterfront/
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n On the waterfront
Circa Theatre takes centre stage

Race to the 
 curtain-raiser on 

THE GREAT 
CIRCA REBUILD


