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Te Herenga Waka VUW Theatre Department, Circa Theatre Box Office Team,  

Storm Gezentsvey, Good Fortune Coffee, Cathie Sheat, Maryanne and  
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Dame Carolyn Henwood, Circa Council, BATS Theatre

Kavanah Productions & BRAVE Theatre Present

Prima Facie was first produced by Griffin Theatre Company in May 2019 at the SBW Stables Theatre.

Prima Facie is an Australian play about the Australian legal system. But its themes 
are global. There are references to the Australian legal system, some of which 

differ to the way New Zealand Courts do things e.g. lawyers don’t wear wigs except 
for ceremonial occasions in New Zealand. Since 2021 New Zealand has brought in 
some changes to the laws around sexual assault cases. These changes have been 

summarised and you are welcome to read them in the foyer after the show.

Runtime: 1 hour 40 minutes, no interval

Artwork by Mahani Del Borello, Photography by Michelle Jacobson,  
Production Photography by Dianna Thomson, Videography by Josh Dahlberg.

Pack In Crew
Set: John Hodgkins, Nathalie Tworek, Iain Cooper, Scott Maxim, Nathan Arnott 

Lighting: Anne-Lisa Noordover, Tom Smith, Tony Black

Audience Care Note: Prima Facie is a one-woman show that deals with the 
important theme of sexual assault and how the legal system deals with these 

cases. A sexual assault is described within the play. The actor is fully clothed at 
all times. The scene is stylised and is treated with sensitivity. There are court 

scenes including the character Tessa taking the stand as a witness.

If you need to leave during the show the usher will lead you to the chill out zone 
in the foyer. Further resources are available online at safetotalk.co.nz



WRITER’S NOTE

Prima Facie: a (Latin) term meaning ‘on the face of it’

The idea behind Prima Facie has been playing out in my mind since my law school days, years 
before I was a playwright. It was there waiting for me to find the courage to write, and for the 
right social environment to provide a space for it. In light of the #MeToo movement, Prima Facie 
was able to be realised. Years of practicing as a human rights and criminal defence lawyer did 
nothing to silence my feminist questioning of the legal system, because while I firmly believe that 
‘innocent until proven guilty’ is the bedrock of human rights, it always felt that its application in 
sexual assault cases served to undermine rather than to uphold any real fairness.

I offer this play to all women and to those who want to be part of the conversation as a small 
token of my own part in the greater conversation. Our daughters and their daughters need to 
know that sexual assault is not a silent shame that victim-survivors must carry, and that the 
communities and systems of this globe need be interrogated and modernised with that in mind.

The stories of women sexually assaulted are not easily turned into “legal” truth. The kinds of 
violence that women are subjected to – mostly by someone they know, mostly in private – are the 
kinds of violence law has most trouble believing in. In Australia, the 1.7 million women who have 
been sexually assaulted rarely receive justice from the criminal justice system. Instead, women’s 
stories are filtered out of the system as they meet one hurdle after another. On the other side of 
the criminal trial, where the outcome is supposed to be justice and redress, little remains. Nine 
out of every ten sexual assaults are not reported to police. Of those few that are reported, nine 
in ten end up with no conviction. Ninety-nine cases, ninety-nine stories out of a hundred, don’t 
make it through the legal system.

Suzie Miller’s plays have been produced in over 40 productions around the world and won 
multiple awards. Prima Facie won the 2018 Griffin Award; the 2020 AWGIE for Drama; the 2020 
David Williamson Award for Outstanding Theatre Writing; the 2020 Major Overall AWGIE Award; 
and the 2023 Olivier Award for Best New Play. It has been translated into more than 25 languages.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

At this time the Arts and Humanities Departments in our universities are under threat and here, 
right now, we have a play that is literally changing the world. The NT Live version of Prima Facie is 
now mandatory viewing for high court judges in Northern Ireland before they sit on the bench, 
with plans to introduce it to more judges. After seeing the play, members of the Women Barristers 
of the Old Bailey set up a movement called Tessa – Examination of Sexual Assault. Here in New 
Zealand, lawyers get two Continuing Professional Development points if they see this production 
of Prima Facie including a Q & A with me and my creative team. It feels significant that artists, 
creatives, thinkers, visionaries and storytellers, who often struggle to make a living wage, will be 
educating our lawmakers and those who uphold the law. 

When I first read Prima Facie I was struck by the clarity and rhythm of the writing. The zeitgeist of 
this time has been captured and Suzie Miller has harnessed the conversations that need to be 
continued. Art can change the world. 
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Circa Theatre takes centre stage


