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WRITER’S NOTE
This show began as a 20-minute graduation solo at Toi Whakaari in 2012. 
Nearly 10 years later, it’s back home in Wellington as a fully fledged mainstage production. 
As an avid fan of Robert Lepage and Michel Gondry, the show brief was simple - to create an 
international action spy comedy on stage using every DIY theatre trick possible. 
Consequently, the script was not just hard to read. It was impossible. Every half page, there 
was another AV transition, another musical number, another random puppet interjection 
coupled with a transforming set or gadget. Not to mention, half the show was in Mandarin 
with subtitles.
Thankfully, a few brave people accepted the challenge, starting with our director, Aileen 
Huynh, when we first presented it in a tiny gallery in Newcastle, Australia.
Since then, we’ve been lucky enough to scale up the show with a growing team as our stages 
have gotten progressively bigger, culminating with thìs season at Circa. 
We hope you enjoy it and thanks for having us back.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Thank you CIRCA Theatre for welcoming us so warmly and readily into your home. After 5 
years of developing Skyduck which started at a small experimental arts festival in 2018 to now 
here in Wellington bigger and brighter than ever before, we are so excited to be able to share 
this show with you all!
Sam approached me with his piece shortly after we had met in 2017. Bonded by a similar 
love for irreverent and quirky comedy it seemed like a good fit. From there I’ve been on the 
most gloriously wacky and outrageous journey dissecting the depths of Sam’s one-of-a-kind 
mind. This show is immensely special to me. Being part of it constantly reminds me why I 
love theatre, the joy, the escape and to be truly entertained! There have been countless days 
working on set and props in Sam’s workshop, building and editing videos together and doing 
script revisions. It has been as hands-on as it gets and at times all-consuming, allowing for a 
hugely rewarding creative experience.
Kelsey Lee came on board during our independent season at Belvoir 25A with a lighting 
design that truly made Skyduck soar. As the production evolved and began its international 
tour to NZ, Andrew Potvin and Sam Mence made all our technical dreams come true. Thank 
you for your brilliance.
I would like to extend that thanks to the rest of our Wellington Skyduck team and to the 
production team at CIRCA who have made this possible, and finally, of course, to YOU – thank 
you for being here and going along for the ride!



What’s on at Circa!

AJA - Kia Mau Festival will be opened by award winning musician, singer and
songwriter, AJA. Circa One I 2-3 June I $25 - $45
Mokomoko - Written & Directed by Sherilee Kahui. Circa Two I 6-10 June I $20 - $30
Waiwhakaata – Reflections in the Water - Written by Niwa Milroy & Cian Parker &
Directed by Eddie Elliott. Circa One I 7 - 10 June I $25 - $45
O le Pepelo, Le Gaoi Ma Le Pala’ai – The Liar, the Thief and the Coward - Written by
Ui Natano Keni (Samoan/Aotearoa) & Sarita Keo Kossamak So (Khmer/ Aotearoa) &
Directed by Ui Natano Keni (Samoan/Aotearoa). Circa One I 15 - 17 June I $25 - $45
Flames: A Hip-hop Musical - By Roy Iro, Reon Bell and Sepelini Mua’au & Directed by
Sepelini Mua’au. Circa Two I 13 – 17 June I $20 - $30

Kia Mau Festival 2023
2 - 17 June

The Emperor’s New Clothes
21 June–1 July
By Sacha Copland with music by Tristan Carter
Presented by Java Dance Theatre
Circa Two I $30–$38

Come to The Emperor’s New Clothes to witness every organ, nerve and muscle
in the human body vibrating. We will offer you outrageous dancing, profit, loss,
live music and the deconstruction of power at a price. The economy meets the
human body in a tour-de-force danced and spoken by 41-year-old choreogra-
pher Sacha Copland. This is a show for lovers of the human body. 
Image by Roc Torio

WHAT'S ON AT CIRCA www.circa.co.nz

Prima Facie
24 June – 22 July
By Suzie Miller
Directed by Lyndee-Jane Rutherford
Starring Mel Dodge
Presented by Kavanah Productions & BRAVE Theatre
Circa One I $30 - $55

Tessa is a criminal defence lawyer at the top of her game and loving it:
defending, cross-examining, and playing the rules of the law to win. But when
the tables turn she finds herself at the mercy of the very system that she has
dedicated her life to. Shad-ows of doubt are illuminated, making us question,
who is our legal system serving? Winner of The Olivier Award for BEST NEW
PLAY 2023.
Artwork by Mahani Del Borrello Photography by Michelle Jacobson
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We need 
your help for

THE GREAT 
CIRCA REBUILD

  

CIRCA THEATRE
04 801 7992 | www.circa.co.nz

Support us here: www.circa.co.nz
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Circa Theatre takes centre stage


