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WRITER’S NOTE
Thank you for taking the time to come to the theatre and experience this play together. It 
means a lot to be supported when times are tight for so many New Zealanders. This script 
took about five years to write because I got lost along the way. It stayed in the digital drawer 
of my Google Docs because I couldn’t figure out the proper ending for these delicious 
characters. It was the encouragement of a friend who emboldened me to pick it back up and 
discover the ending it deserved. Thank you Michael for the gentle push. The adventures of 
Sybil, Daphne and Fay and the University lecturer Ted were an absolute joy to write once it 
all clicked into place. I absolutely loved seeing the same joy in the rehearsal room as every 
member of the team picked up the challenges of the script and made them their own. The 
dance of everyday conversation I’ve written is deceptively difficult but Harriet and the cast 
have found the nuances of the Weird Sisters and Groom superbly, evoking the 6000 years 
of history between them in glances and tone that has me in stitches and moved in equal 
measure. I’d like to thank the whole team for their incredible work and for bringing a vivid, 
fantastical world to life in a way that I never could’ve imagined. Ultimately the play is about 
family; about who you choose to invite into your life and the love and pain that comes with it, 
and the family you’re born into, where immense love mixes with the herculean effort of just 
trying to get along. I’d like to thank my own family for always being there for me, for their love 
and support and modeling empathy in all that you do, and to my partner Cassandra for all the 
everyday kindnesses and endless encouragements, the first to read a draft and most honest 
with feedback. The silliest best friend and my absolute rock. Finally, to our familiar Charles for 
always weaving around my legs, showing your love with the simple act of touch.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
There’s something about a powerful woman that is grating to some people. Something 
about a woman enjoying herself too much, having too much independence, asking too 
many questions. No matter where we’re at in history, there’s always someone trying to press 
their boot onto our necks, whether it’s burning us at the stake or taking away our access to 
affordable and safe reproductive healthcare. This is my second magic-themed play here at 
Circa Theatre, but spells and prophecies are less interesting to me than the power they imbue 
their caster with. What happens when a woman cannot be killed? What happens when she 
outlives all her persecutors? What kind of person does she become after thousands of years 
of forging her own destiny outside of the expectations of society? What drew me to this script 
was the chance to inhabit the inner workings of three of the most powerful women in history, 
and delve into their thoughts, feelings and desires as they exist separate from how they’ve 
been represented by men. (And, of course, the chance to let three fabulous actresses shine.)
I want to thank James Cain for trusting me with his script, Conrad Newport for always being 
a step ahead of everyone else when it comes to believing in me, Ange and Rob Bickford for 
giving me a safety net when I needed it the most, my “Polycule” for making me feel like I 
deserve the things that I want, Jayne Ramage for refining and perfecting my feminine rage, 
and most of all my Mum, who remains the most terrifyingly powerful woman I have ever met.
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Kia Mau Festival 2023
2 - 17 June

AJA - Kia Mau Festival will be opened by award winning musician, singer and
songwriter, AJA. Circa One I 2-3 June I $25 - $45
Mokomoko - Written & Directed by Sherilee Kahui. Circa Two I 6-10 June I $20 - $30
Waiwhakaata – Reflections in the Water - Written by Niwa Milroy & Cian Parker &
Directed by Eddie Elliott. Circa One I 7 - 10 June I $25 - $45
O le Pepelo, Le Gaoi Ma Le Pala’ai – The Liar, the Thief and the Coward - Written by
Ui Natano Keni (Samoan/Aotearoa) & Sarita Keo Kossamak So (Khmer/ Aotearoa) &
Directed by Ui Natano Keni (Samoan/Aotearoa). Circa One I 15 - 17 June I $25 - $45
Flames: A Hip-hop Musical - By Roy Iro, Reon Bell and Sepelini Mua’au & Directed by
Sepelini Mua’au. Circa Two I 13 – 17 June I $20 - $30

Skyduck: A Chinese Spy Comedy
18 -27 May
Presented by Skyduck & Co
Directed by Aileen Huynh
Circa One I $30 - $55

Skyduck: A Chinese Spy Comedy is a quirky and irrelevant parody of China’s
top secret agents trying to steal America’s top-secret fighter jet software in
the early 1990s – all while Australia was busy preparing for the Sydney
Olympics! Image by Sam Wang

WHAT'S ON AT CIRCA www.circa.co.nz

Prima Facie
24 June – 22 July
By Suzie Miller
Directed by Lyndee-Jane Rutherford
Starring Mel Dodge
Presented by Kavanah Productions & BRAVE Theatre
Circa One I $30 - $55

Turning our courts of law into a different kind of stage, this sharp, witty and
gripping one-woman show written by Suzie Miller has sold out throughout
Australia, the West End, and is soon to land on Broadway. This phenomenal
production starring Mel Dodge (Miss Brontë) and directed by Lyndee-Jane
Rutherford (Rants in the Dark) continues an urgent conversation for Aotearoa
New Zealand. Artwork by Mahani Del Borrello, Photography by Michelle
Jacobson





We need 
your help for

THE GREAT 
CIRCA REBUILD

  

CIRCA THEATRE
04 801 7992 | www.circa.co.nz

Support us here: www.circa.co.nz
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Circa Theatre takes centre stage
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