
Jamie McCaskill
Ngāti Tamaterā

Throughout his career, Jamie
McCaskill has garnered critical

acclaim and numerous
accolades, including awards

for his outstanding
performances, writing, and

directing. Jamie is also
founder of the popular

subversive māori show band
The Māori Sidesteps and co-

founder of māori theatre
production company, Tikapa

Productions. Whether on
stage, behind the scenes, or
championing social issues,
Jamie continues to push

artistic boundaries and leave a
mark on the world of arts and

entertainment. 

Ngā mihi nunui: Circa Theatre, Wellington City Council, Tikapa Productions, Regan Taylor, Erroll Anderson, Carolyn Henwood, Hemisphere,
Armstrong Creative, Western Audio, Te Raukura ki Kāpiti, Tania Godinet, Jason Longstaff, Tungstan Projects, our whānau & fans

Circa Theatre
28 Oct - 1 Nov 2025
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Performer

Performer

Performer
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Producer, Lighting Designer

Audio Engineer

Lighting Operator

Elephant Publicity

Jerome Leota
Ngāti Hamoa

Jerome graduated from
Toi Whakaari New

Zealand Drama School
in 2000. 

He is a former member
of Naked Samoans

(Naked Samoan's Go
Home 2003-2009) and

is one of the forefathers
of the people's band

Smokey Feel. 
Jerome resides with his
family in Titahi Bay and

spends his free time
creating indie music and
partaking in martial arts. 

Cohen Holloway
Ngāti Toa

Cohen Holloway is a Film
Actor , Comedian and Singer.

He enjoyed doing
impersonations at school and
got to do that as a Job when
he did TV Sketch show called
Face-Lift, he was also a Billy T

finalist in 2004.In 2009 the
Toi Whakaari Graduate won

best Actor at the NZ Film and
Television awards for

portraying falsely imprisoned
David Dougherty in TV Film

Until Proven Innocent. Since
then he has starred in Eagle
vs Shark, Boy, Hunt for the

Wilderpeople and many more
- including the lead role in

Dark City The Cleaner. 
Cohen is one of the original

members of the Maori
Sidesteps. 

Kali Kopae
Ngāti Whakaue, Ngāti Awa, Ngāti

Pūkeko, Ngāi Te Rangi,
Te Whānau Ā Apanui

Kali is an award winning Actor
based in Wellington. Most

recently Kali was nominated for
Actor of the year for her
performance in 'And the

Lochburns' in 2024.
Appearing in many NZ & Māori

theatre productions over the last
two decades, Kali is also a

singer/songwriter & has been
performing with the iconic kiwi
girl group, The BeatGirls, since

2007.  She was last seen at Circa
Theatre in The Handlers as part
of the Kia Mau Festival and most
recently singing and dancing in

Cringeworthy 90s 
Kali's screen credits include The

Rings of Power, Hari with the
Maori Sidesteps, Poppy, Whina,

Broken Wood Mysteries, The
Deadlands, Colonial Combat,
My Life is Murder & new series

Warrens Vortex. 

Jonathon Hendry

Jonathon has applied a
strong, diverse range of

skills across theatre, film,
and leadership. From early

Marae-based theatre to
award-winning stage and

screen work, he’s also
mentored emerging artists,

reviewed on radio, and
served in governance roles.
Former Chief Executive of
BATS Theatre and Artistic

Director of Fortune Theatre,
he previously led actor

training at UNITEC and Toi
Whakaari. Jonathon has

directed for Auckland
Theatre Company, Silo,

Downstage, Circa,
Centrepoint, and BATS,

earning acclaim for both
new Aotearoa works and
inventive reimaginings of

classic plays.

Gillian Eva Boyd

Alongside her work as a
Sound Designer & Audio

Engineer, & Financial
Administrator at Western
Audio Engineering, Gillian
has a rich background in

music mixing, production,
& theatre sound design.
Her live projects have
included The Phoenix

Foundation, Jim Henson
Retrospectacle, and Star

Wars with the NZSO. 
A core member of The

Māori Sidesteps
Collective, she has also

worked with the Pink Floyd
Experience & Wellington

International Ukulele
Orchestra. Gillian has
multiple Wellington

Theatre Award
nominations, winning Best

Sound Design in 2010.

Sonia Hardie

Sonia has over 20 years
experience in the theatre

industry in production,
stage, technical & tour

management, designing
and producing. 

Sonia co-produces
Tikapa Productions’

excellent repertoire of
work and is an original
member of The Māori
Sidesteps Collective,

managing and producing
the live show, helping to
put The Māori Sidesteps
on the NZ & world stage,
supporting the vision to
get biculturalism right

in Aotearoa. Sonia is also
the Centre Manager at Te

Raukura ki Kāpiti - a
performing arts facility

on the Kāpiti Coast. 

Thank you for coming along and
supporting Māori entertainment!

If you enjoy your experience,
please tell your friends & follow

our journey as we create a new live
show in 2026... Haerenga mai!


